
Critical Thinking: Eye Witness 
 
Objective: 
To think about whether eye witnesses can remember what they saw and how observant we 
are in our daily life. 
 
Time: 
15-20 minutes  
 
Materials: 
Chalkboard or Dry Erase Board (optional), three actors, paper and writing tools for students 
 
Procedure: 
This activity is designed to be used after at least 20 minutes of another activity.  It can be done 
during and after a meal or anything where the group is in one place but doing something else. 
 
While the group is doing another task or activity, three actors (can be any other adult or older 
child) should come into the room without saying anything, do something unusual, and then 
leave.  For example, the actor could walk in, hold up a sign with a word or picture on it, and 
then leave.  (Other options could be making some kind of motion, moving something from one 
place to another in the room, writing something on a board, etc.)  The three actors should be 
spread out over the time you have available so they are not one after the other.  Try to make 
the actor’s appearance as distinctive as possible- bright colors, accessories like a hat, or coat, 
or umbrella, or carrying something noticeable.  It is ok to be funny or silly.  Just don’t 
acknowledge that the actors are in the room or pay attention to them when they come in, and if 
any kids in the group ask about it, ignore their questions. 
 
After the regular activity ends, lead a discussion with the class.  Hand out paper and pens or 
pencils to each student.  Explain that eye witnesses are often very helpful in solving a case 
when a crime is committed.  But people tend to think their ability to remember what they saw is 
better than what they actually remember.  Tell them that three people came into the room 
during their last activity and to take a minute and write down everything they can remember 
about what each person looked like and what they did.  Ask them not to discuss or look at 
each other’s answers until everyone is finished.  After a few minutes, walk through each of the 
actors and see how many details the group can remember about each actor. Write down the 
answers on a board or flip chart if you have one available. If students disagree or have 
conflicting memories, that’s ok.  Once you’ve gone through each actor, either have the actor 
come back in and do the same activity, or share the right answers.  Then use the following 
questions for discussion. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Did you notice or pay attention to the people when they came in?  Did it seem important 
at the time?   

2. When did you start to think something strange was going on? 
3. Was it easy or hard to remember the details? 
4. Ask for a show of hands of anyone who wrote down something that turned out to be 

wrong.  (be honest!)  Of those who raised their hands, how many were sure it was right 
when they wrote it down? 

5. Do you think police should use eyewitnesses to solve a case?  Why or why not? 
 




