
   

People and Cultures 

Use Your Resources 
  
Objective: 
Students will explore their feelings and responses when groups are given different tools to 
accomplish a task.   
 
Time: 
20-30 minutes, depending on how much time the groups are given to complete their projects. 
 
Materials: 
At least three bags (one for each group) of art supplies, and one big piece of paper or poster 
board for each group.  The bags should each have different amounts of materials in them, so 
that some groups get adequate supplies to complete the tasks while others get limited 
supplies.  For example, one bag might have regular pencils but only one colored pencil or 
marker, another bag might have a wide variety of supplies, and the others would fall 
somewhere in between. 
 
Procedure: 
Divide the class into groups of three to five students, with a bag of supplies for each group.  
Give each group a sheet of large paper or poster board and one of the bags of supplies. Tell 
the class that they will have 15-20 minutes (can be adjusted to suit the time you have 
available) to make a poster that represents their favorite things about winter (if you are doing 
the activity in fall or summer) or about summer (if the activity is done in the spring).  Tell them 
that they may only use the supplies they are given and may not borrow supplies from any other 
group or elsewhere in the classroom.  At the end of the time, display all the posters where 
everyone can see them.  If the students ask about the different materials, just state that they 
need to use the materials they were given.  After displaying the posters, use the following 
questions for a classroom discussion. 

 
Discussion questions: 
 

1. Did any of the groups notice that each group had a different set of materials while they were 
working?   

2. Do you think the groups with more supplies were more likely to look around to see what the 
other groups were doing, or would the groups with fewer supplies be more likely to look 
around? 

3. If you noticed that the groups had different amounts of supplies, how did you feel about your 
group’s supplies?   

4. Did the people in the groups feel differently based on what they were given? 
5. How did your supplies impact your ability to complete your poster? 
6. If three judges were brought in, not knowing that the groups were given different supplies, 

and were asked to pick a winner, would that be fair?  Why or why not? 
7. If your group had a lot of supplies and was picked as the winner, would you be happy?  

What would you think about the process?  Would you feel differently if you didn’t know the 
groups had different supplies? 

 



 
 

8. If you did not have many supplies and you weren’t picked as the winner, how would you 
feel?  What would you think of the process? 

9. How would you feel if you knew a teacher was going to give you a grade based on your 
work? 

10. If someone was asked to look at the posters and choose the most talented artist, would that 
be a fair way to judge everyone’s talent? 

11. Why do you think we set up the activity this way? 
12. In what ways do you think some kids might have advantages or resources in school that 

other kids might not have?  Do you think that impacts their work?  (Consider things like 
money for school supplies, a caregiver that can help with homework, time and a place at 
home to do homework, learning things outside of school, getting enough sleep, living in a 
house where you don’t feel safe, or not having a regular home) 

13. Should we take things like this into consideration when we’re judging someone’s abilities?  
How would we do that? 




