
 

Welcome to My Next Level! 

 

My Next Level is a middle school curriculum designed to 

help students in after school, summer, and other enrichment 

programs develop career and life skills in a variety of 

different areas.   

 

All of the curriculum materials, including instructor 

materials, student handouts, and videos are available at: 

 

www.axomeducation.com/mynextlevel 

 

The materials include a brief training video for instructors 

and an introductory video for students.  The materials are 

designed in a way that the videos are optional if your 

program or site does not have audio/video capabilities. 

 

This is a new program and we welcome your feedback as 

you use the materials with your students.  Please let us know 

if you have questions, suggestions, corrections, or any other 

feedback.  Are the directions for a task unclear or too 

complicated?  Did your students respond particularly well or 

poorly to a particular task or activity?  Did you spot a typo in 

the materials?  Let us know using the form on the webpage 

or by email to stacey@axomeducation.com.  If any new or 

updated materials are released, they will be available on the 

program website. 

 

Thank you, and enjoy the program! 

 

 

 

Stacey Papa 

Axom Education 



What is My Next Level? 

My Next Level is a middle school curriculum designed to be used in summer and 

after school enrichment programs.  Based on the idea of merit badges (like you 

might see in a scouting program) and video game levels, students will work 

through six “levels”, each with a specific theme.  Each level includes activities and 

tasks to help students build life and career skills related to that theme.  The levels 

are: 

 

 Level 1: Critical Thinking 

 Level 2: Communication Skills 

 Level 3: Life Skills 

 Level 4: People and Cultures 

 Level 5: Careers 

 Level 6: My Profile 

 

Some activities in each level involve producing artwork or other visual projects 

that can be used as a display of the student’s work for a final show or event. 

 

How does it work? 

The levels are designed to be completed in numerical order, but the activities 

within each level do not need to be completed in any particular sequence.  Each 

level includes a selection of twelve tasks or activities.  Some of the activities are 

designed to be completed as a group or class, some are designed to be completed 

with an adult at home, and the rest are designed to be completed individually or in 

small groups during your program. 

 

Students should complete eight of the twelve possible tasks to “earn” each level.  

This allows for flexibility to adapt to the needs of your program and the resources 

you have available.  Students also have the choice of which at-home and individual 

in-class tasks they want to complete.   

 

Each participating student should receive a photocopy of the student materials.  We 

recommend copying the cover sheet for the student materials (the page with the 

level badges on it) on sturdy paper (like cardstock) so that the students can color in 

the badges when they complete each level.  The student materials also include a 

checklist for each level.  When a student (or the group) finishes an activity, there is 

a box for you as the instructor to initial and date the activity to show completion.  

Once the student has completed the required activities for that level, they can color 

in the badge on their cover sheet. 

 



The facilitator manuals and the website include the individual activity sheets and 

instructions.  These include instructions for group tasks and any worksheets or 

materials for the home and individual activities.  When the student chooses an 

activity they wish to complete, the instructor should provide them with a copy of 

the handout/materials for that task. 

 

We recommend that when the group starts a new level, that the instructor reviews 

the choices for each of the home and individual tasks to make sure the student 

understands what is required so that they can choose the tasks they find most 

appealing.  This allows the students to have some creative control over their body 

of work in the program, and to allow flexibility for individual skills, needs, and 

interests. 

 

Instructors should facilitate at least two of the group tasks during program time for 

each level, but are welcome to complete more as your needs and time permit.  

Students should also be allowed time to work on individual tasks or to complete 

home-based tasks that include a program-based component.  (For example, some 

home-based tasks involve interviewing someone at home and then making a poster 

or drawing to reflect what the student learned.)  We do not assume that all students 

will have access to supplies and art materials at home, so any art work can be 

completed while the student is at the program. 

 

Note: Very few materials are required for the program.  Most tasks that require 

supplies can be done with standard art supplies- paper or poster board with crayons 

or markers.  We suggest purchasing reams of 11” by 17” cardstock as an 

inexpensive paper to use for posters and drawings. There are only a few tasks in 

the whole series that require internet access, and these tasks would be optional if 

your program does not have access to computers and internet. 

 

Please feel free to make small modifications to the tasks to accommodate any 

limitations you may have on time, materials, or other resources. 

 

A Note on Safe Spaces. 

Every student’s life, history, and home situation will be unique.  The program is 

designed to offer options so that students can choose the tasks to complete with 

which they feel most comfortable.  There may be many reasons why a student may 

not want to share information about their life or home situation.  (For example, 

domestic violence, past trauma, drug or alcohol use in the home, the immigration 

status of people in their home, and even just feeling shy or afraid of public 

speaking.)  Always support a student who chooses not to share information or not 



to participate in a particular discussion without calling attention to the student or 

giving negative feedback for choosing not to participate.  For example, in the 

“Similarities and Differences” activity in the People and Cultures level, students 

are asked to stand in different corners of the room in response to different 

questions.  The instructions include a direction to offer a corner as an “I don’t 

know” or “I don’t want to answer” option, and students should have the 

opportunity to make that choice without repercussions. 

 

Before beginning the implementation of this curriculum in your program, work 

with your program’s administrators or supervisors to have a plan in place if a 

student should disclose something of concern during the program or an activity.  

This may include a disclosure of abuse, possible self-harm, fear of someone in the 

home, etc.  Review any mandated reporter obligations you may have as an 

instructor, and identify a supervisor or administrator you can contact if you have 

concerns about a student during your program. 

 

Each student should be respected as an individual and not expected to represent 

any particular gender, ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, or other group or 

characteristic.  This is particularly relevant in the People and Cultures level.  

Students should be welcome to share or not share information about their own 

identity and culture, but should not be placed in a situation where they feel 

pressure to educate others in the group about something or to speak on behalf of a 

particular group or culture. 

 

Final Show 
Some activities in each level involve creating a visual representation or piece of art 

in response to the task.  During the final level, students can select representative 

pieces of their work from the different levels to display for a final show for a 

parent/caregiver/community event.  Students can choose how many or how few of 

their pieces they wish to display as well as the manner in which they are displayed, 

so long as every student displays something.  This gives every student an 

opportunity to show their work and progress without having to give a spoken 

presentation in front of a group.   


